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ABOUT CENTER FOR COMMUNITY PROGRESS 

Founded in 2010, the Center for Community Progress is the only national 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization solely dedicated to building a future in which entrenched, systemic blight no longer exists 
in American communities. The mission of Community Progress is to ensure that communities have the 
vision, knowledge, and systems to transform blighted, vacant, and other problem properties into assets 
supporting neighborhood vitality. As a national leader on solutions for blight and vacancy, Community 
Progress serves as the leading resource for local, state, and federal policies and best practices that 
address the full cycle of property revitalization. Major support for Community Progress is generously 
provided by the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation and the Ford Foundation. 
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SECTION 1: SMALL SCALE DISPOSITION, 
MAINTENANCE, AND ALTERNATIVE LAND-USE 
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DECREASING STORMWATER IMPACTS THROUGH INNOVATIVE  
RAIN GARDENS 

Speakers 

Overview 

Program: NORA Green-Green Infrastructure 
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Project: Filmore neighborhood rain garden 

Lessons Learned 
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LEVERAGING RESIDENT ACTION TO TURN PUBLICLY-OWNED 
PROPERTIES INTO COMMUNITY ASSETS 

Speakers 

Overview 

Program: NORA Green-Growing Green 

Program: NORA Green-Growing Home 
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Lessons Learned 
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MAKING A VISIBLE DIFFERENCE IN RESIDENTS’ LIVES THROUGH 
CODE ENFORCEMENT ALTERNATIVES 

Speaker 

Overview 

 

Ordinance: Chapter 66 
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Program: NOLA for Life-Fight the Blight Lot Maintenance 

Lessons Learned  
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RETURNING LOTS TO PRODUCTIVE USE BY RAMPING UP LOT 
DISPOSITION  

Speaker 

Overview 

Program: Detroit Land Bank Authority Website 
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Program: Detroit Land Bank Authority Side-Lot Fairs 

Lessons Learned 

 

 



 

communityprogress.net 14 

SECTION 2: LARGE-SCALE ALTERNATIVE 
LAND USE  
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USING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE TO SUPPORT A HEALTHY 
STORMWATER SYSTEM 

Speaker 

Overview 

Program: Detroit Water and Sewerage Department’s Green Infrastructure Program 
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Lessons Learned 
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SUPPORTING A ROBUST LOCAL FOOD SYSTEM 

Speakers 

Overview 

Program: Detroit Market Garden 

Program: Garden Resource Program 
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Lessons Learned 
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USING TREES TO CLEAN CONTAMINATED LAND 

Speaker 

Overview 

Project: Greening of Detroit’s Dendroremediation Pilots 
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Lessons Learned 
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LEVERAGING PRIVATE ENTERPRISE TO MAKE A LARGE-SCALE IMPACT 

Speakers 

Overview 

Project: Hantz Woodlands 

Project: Mack Avenue pennycress 
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Lesson Learned 
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REDUCING LONG-TERM MAINTENANCE NEEDS THROUGH WELL-
DESIGNED LANDSCAPES 

Speaker 

Overview 

Project: NORA Green-Alternative Land Maintenance Program 
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Lessons Learned 
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SECTION 3: OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT 
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SOLICITING NEW IDEAS THROUGH A DESIGN COMPETITION 

Speaker 

Overview 

Project: Future Ground Design and Policy Competition 
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Lessons Learned 
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GENERATING GRASSROOTS COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR 
ALTERNATIVE LAND USES 

Speakers 

Overview 

Project: Land Forums 

Project: Hope Village Initiative 
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Project: Lower Eastside Action Plan (LEAP) 

Lessons Learned 
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SECTION 4: RESOURCES 

SECTION 1: SMALL-SCALE ALTERNATIVE USE TREATMENT OPTIONS 

SECTION 2: LARGE-SCALE ALTERNATIVE LAND USE PROJECTS 

SECTION 3: OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT 

http://www.noraworks.org/about/9-news/126-nora-green-initiatives-nourish-neighborhoods
http://www.noraworks.org/applications/102-growing-green
http://www.noraworks.org/docs/NORAGreenHandout5.pdf
http://www.noraworks.org/lnd3
mailto:http://parkwaypartnersnola.org/index.php/about-us/
http://www.nola.gov/code-enforcement/fight-the-blight/
http://www.nolaforlife.org/home/
http://www.nola.gov/performance-and-accountability/reports/blightstat/
http://auctions.buildingdetroit.org/sidelots
http://www.buildingdetroit.org/our-programs/side-lot-sales/
http://www.dwsd.org/downloads_n/about_dwsd/npdes/dwsd_green_infrastructure_progress_report_06012012.pdf
http://www.greeningofdetroit.com/
http://cfsemreport.org/economic-development/detroit-market-garden-apprentice-program
http://detroitagriculture.net/garden-resource-program-2/garden-resource-program/
http://www.hantzfarmsdetroit.com/
http://www.modeldmedia.com/devnews/greentprojectlaunch.aspx
file://ccp.local/storage/RedirectedFolders/JLeonard/Desktop/Learning%20Exchanges/Detroit+NOLA_Jan2015/Final%20Summary/•%09http:/www.buildingdetroit.org/our-programs/side-lot-sales/
http://www.researchgate.net/publication/222823744_Care_and_stewardship_From_home_to_planet
http://phsonline.org/index.php/greening/landcare-program
https://vanalen.org/projects/future-ground/
http://www.modeldmedia.com/features/ferrariopinionlandforum-011915.aspx
http://www.focushope.edu/
http://100.focushope.edu/
http://ecn-detroit.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/LEAP_BlightEliminationStandards.pdf
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